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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please replace the claims with ihe claims pniviJcd in the liMing below 
wherein status, ajncndmcnts, additions and cancellations are indicated. 

1.-6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently Amended) An inductive momentary-contact switch 
comprising: 

a locking mechanism: 

a sensor unit including a printed circuit board having a sensor coil disposed 
thereon, und a conductive actuator element ?;upported by said locking mechanism 
and displaceable relative to iiaid sensor coil, and said sensor coil having a self- 
inductance which 5s predominantly determined by a distance between said 
conductive actuator and said sensor coil wherein a change in said distance produces 
a sell-inductance cliange; 

an evaluation circuit conilgurcd to produce an oscillating signal tn said 
j^ensor j^uch tha t said sensor coil is e onductivelv connected to said evaluation circuit 
and conduct! velv driven with said oscillatine signal by said evaluation circuit and 
the self-inductance change in said sensor coil initiates a switching function in said 
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evaluation circuit based on changes in said oscillation signal caused by the BClf- 
inductance cliange. 

S. (Currently Amended) An inductive position switch apparatus 
comprising: 

a gearshift lever; 
an actuator slide; 

a sensor unit including a printed ciixuit board liavitig at least tlrsr and 
second sensor coils disposed thereon adjacent each other in a common plane, and 
a conductive actuator element sUdably supported by said actuator slidu and 
movable by said gearshift lever, and disposed displaceablc rclauvc to said first and 
second sensor coils, and said first and second sensor coils respectively having lirsi 
and second self-inductances which are predominantly determined by firsit and 
second relative posilionings of said conductive actuator relative to a respective one 
of said first and second sensor coils wherein a change in said firsl and second 
relative positionings produces respectively first and second self-inductance changes 
in respective ones of said first and second sensor coils; 

an evaluation circuit configured to produce first and second oscillation 
signals in said first and second sensor coils [[.}} ^ said first ^md second sensor coils 
being conductivelv connected to said evaluaiion circuit and conductive! v 
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respectivel y dr iven with said first and oscillating sipjials bv said evaluation circuit, 
and said evaluarion circuit hcin& configured _to detect first and second signal 
changes in said first and second oscillation signals produced by said firtiit and 
second sell-inductance changes, and initiate a switching function based on a 
combination of said first and second signal changes; and 

the conductive actuator element being configured to simultaneously partially 
cover said first and second sensor coils and be movable relative to said first and 
second sensor coils to vary coverage sucti that a movement of said conductive 
actuator element produces said first and second signal changes as changes ol' a 
signal characicristic, and Jiaid tlrst signal change is a change in said characteristic 
ill an opposing direction of increase and decrease in comparison to changes of said 
characteristic in said second signal change based on a same movement of said 
conductive actuator. 

9. (Previously Presented) The inductive position switch apparatuij in 
accordance with claim 8 further comprising a multiplexer for selectively coupling 
said first and second sensor coils with the evaluation circuit for detection ol' said 
first and second oscillalitm signals. 
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10. (Previously Pcesenled) The inductive position switch appaiatus in 
accordance with claim 9 wherein only one of said first and second sensor coils is 
switched at any one time into said evaluation circuit and successive evaluations of 
said characteristic of said first and second signals arc compared with each other in 
order to form a temperature-stable and precise switching criterion. 

IL (Previously Presented) The inductive position swiU:h Lipparatus in 
accordiuice wifli claim 10 further comprising an LC oscillating circuit, wherein 
said LC oscillating circuit successively applied to said lirsl tmd second sensor coils. 

12. (Previously Presented) The inductive position switch apparatus in 
accordance with claim 1 1 adapted for evaluating a resonance frequency of the LC 
oscillating circuit as said charactei:istic of said first and second siRnals. 

13. (Currently Amended) An inductive switching apparatus comprising: 
a positioning device including at least one of a lockhig mcchanisiii or a 

latchablc gearshift lever; 

a sensor unit including a printed circuit board having at least first and 
second sensor coilji disposed dicrcon adjacent each otlicr in a conunon plane, ajid 
a conductive actuator element movably supported by said positioning device, and 
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disposed displaceabJe fclative to said first and sticond sensor coils, and said first 
and second sensor coihs rcypeaivcly having first and second self-inducianccs which 
arc predominantly determined by first and second relative positioniijgs of said 
conductive actuator relative to a respective one of said first and second scii.^or coils 
wherein a change in said firsL and second relative posjtionings produces 
respectively first aiidijecond self-inductance changes in respective ories of said first 
and second sensor coils; and 

an evaluation circuit configured to produce first and second o<?ciHation 
signals in ^jaid first and second sensor coils FMI > said fi r st and second sensor coils 
heinp[ co nducLivelv connected to said evaluation circuit and c ond uci.ivelv 
rc^snectivelv driven with sai d first and osclilating signals by said evaluation circuii . 
and said ovaluation circuit being confipured to detect first and second signal 
changes in said first and second oscillation signals produced by said first and 
second self-inductance changes, and initiate a switching function based ou at least 
one of said first and second signal changes; 

said switching function being based on at least one of: 

a first switching function basis including said first and 
second relative positionings being effected hv said lockjn g 
mechanism setting first and second distances between said 
conductive actuator element to one of said first and second sensor 
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coik along a direction normal to a pJaw of said first and second 
sensor coils; or 

a second switching function basis inclndinfr ^^aid firsi and 
second relative posltionings being effected bv said pear sliil't lever 
moving the conductive actuator cle ment_and set-by the condu;;tivc 
acuiatOT element being conligured to simultaneously partially cover 
said first and jsecond sensor coils and be movable relative to said 
first and second sensor coi[s tgtjijiaicj gear shift lever to vary 
coverage which is ove r lap overlapping of said first and second coils 
in said normal direction u> said plane of said first aiki second coiliJ 
bucli that a rnuvcnicnt of said conductive actuator element produces 
said first and second signal changes as changes of a signal 
characteristic, and said first signal change is a change in said 
characteristic in an opposing direction of increase and decrease in 
comparison to changes of said characteristic in said second signal 
change based on a same movement of said conductive actuator. 

14, (Previously Presented) The inductive switching apparatus in accordance 
with claitT) 13 further comprising an actuator slide, the coverage of said llrsc and 
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second sensor coits occurring by diiiplaccmeut of said actuator slide in a direction 
parallel to said plane of .said first and second coils. 

15. (Previoutily Presctited) Tlic inducnveswiiching apparatus in acxordance 
with claim 13 wherein only one of said first and second senior coils is switched at 
any one time into said evaluation circuit and successive cv;jIuations ol said 
characteristic of said tirsl and second signals are compared with each other in order 
to form a temperature-stable and precise switching criterion. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The inductive switching apparatus in accordance 
with claim 13 further comprising a multiplexer tor selectively coupling said first 
and second sensor coils with tlic evaluation circuit for deteaion of said first :jnd 
second oscillation signals. 

17. (Previously Presented) The inductive switcliing appaj'atus in accordance 
widi claim 15 further comprising a mulUplexcr for selectively coupling said first 
and second sensor coils with the evaluation circuit for detection of said first and 
!:^cond oscillation signals. 
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18. (Withdrawn) The uiductive momentary-contact switch in accordance 
with Claim 7, wherein an alternating voltage of constant amplitude and constant 
frequency is injected mco said sensor coil with subsequent evaluation of current 
anipltrudes of the oscilliUtion signal caused by said self-inducunce change* 

1 *>. (Withdrawn) The inductive position switch apparatus in accordance with 
Claim «, wherein an alternating voltage of constant amplitude and constant 
frequency is injected into said first and second sensor coik with subsequent 
evaluation of current amplitudes of said first and second signals caused by the firsi 
and second self- inductance changes. 

20, (Withdrawn) The inductive switch apparatus in auwjrdancc with Claim 
13, wherein an alternating voltage of constant amplitude and consumt frequency 
b injected into said insi and second sensor coils with subsequent cvalugtioa of 
current amplitudes of said finst and second signals caused by the first and second 
self-inductaucc changes, 

21. (Previously Presented) The inductive switching apparatus in accordance 
widi claim 14, wherein only one of said fir.st and second sensor coils is switched 
at any one time into said evaluation circuit and successive evuhiations of said 
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characteristic ofsaid first and second signals arc comi^ared with each orlicr in order 
to form a tcjnpcrature-stable and precise switching criterion. 

22. (Previously Presented) The inductive switching apparatus in accordance 
with cliLim 14 further comprising a multiplexer for selectively coupling said first 
and second sensor coils with the evaluation circuit Tor detection of i;aid first and 
second os^cillatioa signals. 

23. (Previously Presented) The inductive switching apparatus in accordance 
with claim 21 further comprising a multiplexer for selectively coupling said first 
and second sensor coils with tlic cvyluaiion circuit for detection of said tlrst and 
second oscillation ^iignals. 

24. (Previously Presented) The inductive position switch apparatus 
according to claim 8, wherein said characteristic is frequency. 

25. (Previously Presented) The inductive position switch apparatus 
according to claim 8 , further comprising an LC oscillating circuit, wherein said LC 
oscillating circuit is succc<isivelY applied to said first and second sensor coils. 
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26. (Canceled) 

27. (Previously Presented) The inductive position swirci^ apparatus 
according lo claim 9, wherein said ciiaracterisric is frequency, 

28. (Previously Presented) The inductive position switch apparatus 
according to claim 9, further comprising an LC oscillating circuit, wherein said LC 
oscillating circuit Ls successively applied to said first and second sensor coils. 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (New) The switching apparatus of claim 13 wherein: 

said positioning device includes both said locking mechanism and said 
gearshift lever; and 

said switching function includes tirsi and second modes of operation 
respectively based on said first and second switching function bases. 
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